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Sir: 


In response to the Office Action [non-final rejection] mailed on April 12, 2000, kindly 


amend the above-identified application as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS: 



Kindly cancel claims 48-52 and substitute the following claims therefor. 



—53. An isolated, biologically pure antisense oligonucleotide that possesses a 
complementary structure to at least a portion of the peripheral-type benzodiazepine receptor 
(PBR) are having the nucleic acid sequence contained in SEQ ID NO: 1 or SEQ ID NO: 2 
wherein said oligonucleotide, when introduced into a cell line that expresses said PBR gene 
inhibits the expression thereof, and thereby inhibits proliferation of said cell line relative to 
an otherwise identical cell line which does not comprise said antisense oligonucleotide. 

54. The antisense oligonucleotide of claim 53, which possesses a complementary 


structure to at least a portion of the nucleic acid sequence contained in SEQ ID NO: 1. 



